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Dear parent, 

Welcome to our first update in October.  



In this week's update, I have added a new section which summarises any action parents 

might need to take. You will find this section right at the end of the Sway.  

Sometimes, a lot of information is sent out via the Sway update and it can be hard to keep 

up with what you might need to do as parents.  

Hopefully this new section will be helpful in navigating through the information.  

P4-7 M+M PRODUCTIONS - SLEEPING BEAUTY... 

 

On Monday 5 October, M+M productions will be back in school for a performance of 

Sleeping Beauty for P4-7 children. In order to cover part of the cost of the show, we are 

asking for a voluntary donation of £3 per child.  

You will receive a link to the payment on Friday afternoon - please consider making the  

payment to help with costs.  

Thank you in advance.  

P1-6 PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS... 

 

P1-6 parent teacher interviews are scheduled for Monday 19th October - Thursday 22nd 

October.  

The booking slots will be open from Monday 5 October - please ensure you log in and sign 

up for a slot.  



Last week, P1-6 parents should have received a letter with important action points for the 

parent teacher interviews, so if you have not seen it, please check your child's school bag 

for this. Alternatively, the letter has again been attached to the email with this week's 

Sway link.  

The practical arrangements for the parent teacher interview days will be: 

ω School will close at 1.15pm for P1-6 children to accommodate the interviews. 

ω School will operate as normal for P7 children.  

ω School dinners will still be available as normal or you should send a packed lunch.  

ω There are no after school activities the week of parent teacher interviews, except 

for Coding, which will meet as usual on Friday 23rd October (1.30-2.30) 

LEARNING SUPPORT PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS... 

Mrs Newnes will offer a parent teacher slot to any P2,3 or 4 children who are currently 

receiving Learning Support. There should be  a letter in your child's bag today, so please look 

out for that.  

LAST DAY OF HALF TERM... 

 

Slight change to finishing time... 

In a change to the originally published finish time for Friday 23rd October, school will end at 

1.30pm, not 12.30pm as originally indicated.  

Children should bring a packed lunch as normal that day and school dinners will be available.  



Coding Club will meet from 1.30pm - 2.30pm, not from 12.30pm as originally planned. 

Apologies for any inconvenience but hopefully this gives plenty of notice.  

DUNDONALD FOODBANK APPEAL... 

 

As we have done for the last number of years, we will support the Dundonald Foodbank 

with our annual harvest appeal. All of next week, your child can bring in one or more items 

from the list below:  

ω Breakfast cereals 

ω Soup 

ω Pasta 

ω Rice 

ω Pasta sauce 

ω Tinned beans 

ω Tinned meat 

ω Tinned vegetables 

ω Tinned fruit 

ω Tea or coffee 

ω Sugar 

ω Biscuits 

ω Snacks 

ω Tins of Tuna 

ω Tinned Custard / Rice 

ω Cordial 



ω Sweets 

ω Small box of Washing Powder 

ω Washing up liquid 

ω Bleach 

ω Deodorant (men's & women's) 

ω Bars of Soap 

DRUM LESSONS AVAILABLE... 

 

There are a number of vacancies with our drum tutor each Monday (Ben from Belfast Drum 

Academy). This is open to children of any age. If your child would be interested in taking up 

drum tuition, the cost is £7 per lesson. To book a place, Ben can be contacted on 

bennydoy@gmail.com or 07344161479  

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION NEWS... 

FIRST MEETING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR... 

Our parents' association will meet for the first time this year on the evening of Tuesday 6th 

October at 8pm in the school staffroom. 

It would be great to see a good attendance at this meeting as we plan the year's events.  

Everyone who is a parent at Gilnahirk is welcome, so why not come along and get involved in 

the wider life of the school.  

If you're a parent who has been with us for a number of years or a new parent starting on 

your Gilnahirk journey, you will all be made very welcome! 

mailto:bennydoy@gmail.com


 

RUNNERS WANTED... 

 

Linked to the information above, the Parents Association traditionally puts together a team 

(or teams) to run the Belfast Marathon relay.  

If you'd be interested in running a leg in the 2027 marathon relay, please contact Glenn 

Porter on 07969770258 



CHRISTMAS CARDS... 

 

You should hopefully have received some information on our annual design a Christmas card 

fundraiser. If you wish for your child to take part, please return the completed card design to 

your child's class teacher by Friday 9th October.  

Please note your child does not necessarily need to use the template provided - they can be 

as creative as they like!  

SCHOOL FUND... 

 



 

At the start of each school year, we invite you as parents to contribute to our school fund. 

This fund is used to supplement many areas of school life that impact your children. You 

should have received a SchoolMoney notification last week.  

The contribution is voluntary but any donation would be very gratefully received in these 

challenging financial times for schools.  

Thank you.  

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOS NOW READY FOR PURCHASE... 

 

School photos, taken at the start of the week, are now available to view and purchase. 

Further details on the image below: 

 



GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES... 

What better value to start off a school year than CURIOSITY - encouraging our children to 

learn more and try new experiences! 

 

 



SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK... 

P1 AUTUMN DANCE... 

 

 

 



P2 OUTDOOR LEARNING IN TULLYCARNET PARK... 

 

 



 

 



 

 



P3 ORDERING NUMBERS... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P5 'MIGHTY ME' PRESENTATIONS... 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

P5 WORKING WITH TIME... 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P6 BLOOKET... 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HOCKEY TOURNAMENT... 

In the first competitive sporting fixtures this year, our boys and girls hockey squad travelled 

to CI at the start of the week to compete against other Belfast Primary Schools.  



 

 

 

LUNCHTIME BOOK CLUB... 

Our P4 lunchtime book club started this week - a good chance to take a break from the 

busyness of the day with a good book! P5-7 children will get a chance to join in Term 2.  



 

 



THE GILNAHIRK GALLERY OF GREATNESS... 

 

 

 

1 - Super recount writing in P3! 


