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Dear parent, 

I hope you have had a good week.  

I am sending this week's update a day early due to my attendance at a curriculum 

conference tomorrow.  

Please note the amended times for tomorrow's sponsored walk - this is to try and get 

ahead of the wet weather that is forecast.  

 



School will be closed to pupils on Friday 25th September for a TransformEd staff 

development day.  

'MILES TO MAYO' SPONSORED WALK... 

 

As you will know from previous updates, we are completing a sponsored walk in Tullycarnet 

Park in support of the 'Miles to Mayo' event tomorrow Friday 18th September.  

Please note the amended timetable - this is to try and get the children through before the 

worst of the rain arrives 

Please return your child's sponsor money on the day of the walk or as soon after that as you 

can. 

Remember, every penny counts, so just whatever you can mange to raise - it will all be put 

to good use.  

Amended Sponsored Walk times... 

P6 - 9.00am (to allow for swimming later in the morning) 

P1 - 3 - 9.20am 

P4, 5 and 7 - 10.15am  



SCHOOL FUND... 

 

 

At the start of each school year, we invite you as parents to contribute to our school fund. 

This fund is used to supplement many areas of school life that impact your children. You 

should receive a SchoolMoney notification tomorrow (Friday 18 September).  

The contribution is voluntary but any donation would be very gratefully received in these 

challenging financial times for schools.  

Thank you.  

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION... 

Our parents' association will meet for the first time this year on the evening of Tuesday 6th 

October at 8pm in the school staffroom. 

It would be great to see a good attendance at this meeting as we plan the year's events.  

Everyone who is a parent at Gilnahirk is welcome, so why not come along and get involved in 

the wider life of the school.  

If you're a parent who has been with us for a number of years or a new parent starting on 

your Gilnahirk journey, you will all be made very welcome! 



 

WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOS NOW READY FOR PURCHASE... 

 

School photos, taken at the start of the week, are now available to view and purchase. 

Further details on the image below: 

 



P7 PARENTS TAKE NOTE: SEAG LATE REGISTRATION WINDOW... 

 

If you missed the Registration Deadline of 11.59pm on Friday 18th September 2026 but 

still want to register your child so that they can still sit the SEAG 2026 Entrance Assessment 

there is ONE FINAL WAY. 

ω SEAG is opening a άLate Registration Windowέ from 8.00am on Monday 21st 

September 2026 until 11.59pm on Thursday 24th September 2026. 

ω This will be the FINAL opportunity to make a Pupil Application for the 2026 Entrance 

Assessment. 

ω If the Pupil Application form has not been completed and submitted by 11.59pm on 

24th September 2026 the pupil will not be able to sit the Entrance Assessment 

because he / she has not been registered 

ω Providing a Late Registration Window involves additional costs to SEAG and so the 

Administration Fee during the Late Registration Window is £50 not £20. 

ω During the Late Registration Window it is expected that the choice of Assessment 

Centres will be further reduced because many will already be full. 

ω If a pupil application, made during the 4 day Late Registration Window, includes an 

Access Arrangement request, the Access Arrangement form along with all the 

evidence which the parent wants to upload must also be submitted within that 4 day 

window. 

ω After 11.59pm on Thursday 24th September 2026 the Registration Portal will be 

closed. 

CHILD PROTECTION REMINDERS FOR TERM 1... 

By way of reminder, the following staff fulfil the key child protection roles at Gilnahirk 

Primary:  

ω Designated Teacher for CP - Mrs Thelma Johnston 



ω Deputy Designated Teacher for CP - Mr David Corbett  

ω Designated Governor for CP - Mr Alan Morrow  

ω Chair of Governors - Mr Graeme Allen 

In their roles as SENCo and Vice Principal, Mrs McCaffrey and Mr Halliday both also play 

crucial roles in our whole school safeguarding and child protection.  

 

 

Our Child Protection Policy can be found at this link: https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-

information/key-information - scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the link for the 

CP policy.  

GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES... 

What better value to start off a school year than CURIOSITY - encouraging our children to 

learn more and try new experiences! 

https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-information/key-information
https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-information/key-information


 

 



SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK... 

P1 AT PLAY... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P1 OFF TO THE PARK... 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

P2 STORY SEQUENCING WITH GILLY... 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P3 FUN WITH PHONICS... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P5 DICTIONARY SKILLS... 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

P7 ENJOYING A WELL EARNED BREAK... 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

THE GILNAHIRK GALLERY OF GREATNESS... 

 

 



 

1 - Super independent writing in P2!  

Clean sweep at the Comber Horticutural Show! 

Amazing work from Harry and Isla (and big brother Calvin, a former Gilnahirk pupil) at the 

recent Comber Horticultural Show, winning awards in floral art, home grown veg, craft and 

bonsai!  

Great work, all of you!  

 



 

 



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS... 

 

If you are involved in any community linked activities and would like to promote them 

through our weekly update, please feel free to send to me via email 

dcorbett546@c2kni.net  

 

 

mailto:dcorbett546@c2kni.net


 

2 - Ridgeway Rovers - players born in 2015 wanted! 

 



 

SOME KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 

 

 

ω Friday 25th September - school closed for staff development (TransformEd day)  

ω Monday 28th September - Thursday 1st October - P7 parent teacher interviews  

ω Tuesday 6th October - Parents' Association Meeting - 8pm in staff room  

ω Wednesday 7th October - Board of Governors' meeting - 7pm. 

ω Monday 19th October - Thursday 22nd October - P1-6 parent teacher interviews 

ω Friday 23rd October - last day of half term - early finish (1.30) 

ω Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October - school closed for half term break 

ω Monday 2nd November - school resumes for new half term 

ω Thursday 3 December - Flu vaccination day  

ω Friday 4 December - Open morning for new P1 parents of children due to start 

school in September 2027. 


