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OUR SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT T

AT GILNAHIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL, WE SEEK TO
PROVIDE A HAPPY AND CARING LEARNING N/
ENVIRONMENT FOR EACH CHILD. WE HOPE THAT BY
HELPING THEM REALISE THEIR POTENTIAL,
CELEBRATING THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS, RESPECTING
THEIR DIFFERENCES AND ENCOURAGING MUTUAL %
RESPECT, WE WILL FOSTER SELF-ESTEEM AND PROVIDE
A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR THEIR FUTURES.
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Dear parent,
| hope you have had a good week.

| am sending this week's update a day early due to my attendance at a curriculum
conference tomorrow.

Please note the amended times for tomorrow's sponsored watlkis is to try and get
ahead of the wet weather that is forecast.




School will be closed to pupils dfriday 25th Septembefor a TransformEd staff
development day.

'MILES TO MAYO' SPONSORED WALK...

As you will know from previous updates, we are completing a sponsored walk in Tullycarnet
Park in support of the 'Miles to Mayo' event tomorrdwiday 18th September.

Please note the amended timetablethis is to try and get the children through before the
worst of the rain arrives

Please return your child's sponsor money on the day of the walk or as soon after that as you
can.

Remember, every penny counts, so just whatever you can mange to raiseill all be put
to good use.

Amended Sponsored Walk times...

P6-9.00am (to allow for swimming later in the morning)
P1-3-9.20am

P4, 5 and 7#10.15am




SCHOOL FUND...

At the start of each school year, we invite you as parents to contribute to our school fund.
This fund is used to supplement many areas of school life that impact your children. You
should receive a SchoolMoney notification tomorrow (Friday 18 September).

The contribution is voluntary but any donation would be very gratefully received in these
challenging financial times for schools.

Thank you.

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION...

Our parents' association will meet for the first time this year on the eveniigieéday 6th
October at 8pmin the school staffroom.

It would be great to see a good attendance at this meeting as we plan the year's events.

Everyone who is a parent at Gilnahirk is welcome, so why not come along and get involved in
the wider life of the school.

If you're a parent who has been with us for a number of years or a new parent starting on
your Gilnahirk journey, you will all be made very welcome!
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~MEETING =
Tuesday 6th October
Eo 8-9pm
Q@ Gilnahirk Primary School

_New members -
Y- welcomed ¥

Contact Nichola on W
N 07843672405 .
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WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOS NOW READY FOR PURCHASE...
=
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School photos, taken at the start of the week, are now available to view and purchase.
Further details on the image below:

ﬁ%\%ﬁool for School Photography

SCHOOL PHOTOS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
TO VIEW AND PURCHASE.
If you registered please check your emails
including your junk folder for viewing details.

If you have not received an email or missed registering

please email us -
elaine@coolforschoolphotography.com

PHOTOS
ARE
READY!




P7 PARENTS TAKE NOTE: SEAG LATE REGISTRATION WINDOW...

Schools’
Entrance
Assessment
Group

SEAG

If you missed the Registration Deadline of 11.59pm on Friday 18th September 2026 but
still want to register your child so that they can still sit the SEAG 2026 Entrance Assessment
there is ONE FINAL WAY.

w SEAG is openingdhate Registration Windoéfrom 8.00am on Monday 21st
September 2026 until 11.59pm on Thursday 24th September 2026.

w This will be the FINAL opportunity to make a Pupil Application for the 2026 Entrance
Assessment.

w If the Pupil Application form has not been completed and submitted by 11.59pm on
24th September 2026 the pupil will not be able to sit the Entrance Assessment
because he / she has not been registered

w Providing a Late Registration Window involves additional costs to SEAG and so the
Administration Fee during the Late Registration Windo#bi3 not£20.

w During the Late Registration Window it is expected that the choice of Assessment
Centres will be further reduced because many will already be full.

w If a pupil application, made during the 4 day Late Registration Window, includes an
Access Arrangement request, the Access Arrangement form along with all the
evidence which the parent wants to upload must also be submitted within that 4 day
window.

w After 11.59pm on Thursday 24th September 2026 the Registration Portal will be
closed.

CHILD PROTECTION REMINDERS FOR TERM 1...

By way of reminder, the following staff fulfil the key child protection roles at Gilnahirk
Primary:

w Designated Teacher for CRIrs Thelma Johnston



w Deputy Designated Teacher for ORr David Corbett
w Designated Governor for GRIr Alan Morrow
w Chair of GovernorsMr Graeme Allen

In their roles as SENCo and Vice Principal, Mrs McCaffrey and Mr Halliday both also play
crucial roles in our whole school safeguarding and child protection.

GILNAHRIK PRIMARY SCHOOL "'
CHILD PROTECTION

MY NAME IS MRS JOHNSTON. I AM THE DESIGNATED TEACHER
FOR CHILD PROTECTION. YOU CAN TALK TO ME IF YOU ARE
. WORRIED OR CONCERNED ABOUT ANYTHING.

MY NAME IS MR CORBETT.I AM THE DEPUTY DESIGNATED
TEACHER FOR CHILD PROTECTION. YOU CAN TALK TO ME IF YOU
ARE WORRIED OR CONCERNED ABOUT ANYTHING.
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GILNAHIRK PRIMARYSCHOOL ~°

§°  CHILDPROTECTION <

IFIAM WORRIED OR UPSET ABOUT ANYTHING I KNOW I CAN TALK TO:

« AFRIEND THATI CAN TRUST

« MY MUM, DAD OR ANOTHER ADULT THAT I CAN TRUST

* MY TEACHER

* ACLASSROOM ASSISTANT

« MRS JOHNSTON, THE DESIGNATED TECAHER FOR CHILD PROTECTION

« MR CORBETT, THE DEPUTY DESIGNATED TEACHER FOR CHILD
PROTECTION

Our Child Protection Policy can be found at this lirikps://www.qgilnahirkps.org.uk/schoel
information/keyinformation - scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the link for the
CP policy.

GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES...

What better value to start off a school year than CURIOS#m¥ouraging our children to
learn more and try new experiences!


https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-information/key-information
https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-information/key-information
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SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK...
P1 AT PLAY...




P1 OFF TO THE PARK...
























P3 FUN WITH PHONICS...



















1 - Super independent writing in P2!

Clean sweep at the Comber Horticutural Show!

Amazing work from Harry and Isla (and big brother Calvin, a former Gilnahirk pupil) at the
recent Comber Horticultural Show, winning awards in floral art, home grown veg, craft and
bonsai!

Great work, all of you!







COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS...

WWW

If you are involved in any community linked activities and would like to promote them
through our weekly update, please feel free to send to me via email
dcorbett546 @c2kni.net

¥ GILNAHIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL ./
gngBoETIH! | C) EACH DAY :)Eg?,m EE1RSDAY

Q'o‘ ‘ )3
FO0TBALL poPGEBALL LASER TA& A%’ »}zchH , ‘

L poN’r MISS out... /r's aowe 70 BE A SCARY Goop T/ME’ A
E S A

Join our
whole school
open day

Saturday



mailto:dcorbett546@c2kni.net

¥
& " LEVEL PLAYERS

Looking for Red & Bl
join our S

1 SESSION PER WEEK WITH A
UEFA PRO. LICENSED COACH

= INTERESTED? Sl
GET IN TOUCH! i

2 - Ridgeway Roversplayers born in 2015 wanted!

RN
GIVE (}LOOD
Save Lives

Book now for your local community
blood donation session!

VENUE

Newtownbreda Presbyterian
Belfast

DATE & TIME
Thursday 17 September
12:30 - 19:30

Northern Ireland needs 1200
blood donations per week.

That’s 1 every 8 minutes.

@ www.NIBTS.org

cod Tensusin serice . QOO PO



SOME KEY DATES FOR TERM 1

w Friday 25th Septemberschool closed for staff development (TransformEd day)
w Monday 28th September Thursday 1st OctoberP7 parent teacher interviews
w Tuesday 6th OctoberParents' Association Meetingpm in staff room

w Wednesday 7th OctoberBoard of Governors' meeting/pm.

w Monday 19th October Thursday 22nd OctoberP1-6 parent teacher interviews
w Friday 23rd October last day of half term early finish (1.30)

w Monday 26th October Friday 30th October school closed for half term break
w Monday 2nd November school resumes for new half term

w Thursday 3 DecemberFlu vaccination day

w Friday 4 DecemberOpen morning for new P1 parents of children due to start
school in September 2027.



