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UPDATE  

 

 



Our School Motto: 

'Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World' 

Our School Vision Statement... 

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment 

for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their 

achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster 

self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.  

Dear parent/carer,  

That's another week done in quick time - I hope it has gone well for you.  

At the top of this week's update, can I draw your particular attention to the following: 

• Parents' Association Quiz night (Friday 29th May from 8pm)  - time is running out to 

secure your ticket - £10 per person - see information below 

• School Uniform purchase - if buying from school, please see the information on order 

deadline in the uniform section of the Sway. 

WEDNESDAY WOW WITH A DIFFERENCE! 

 

This week in Assembly, we had a once in a lifetime Wednesday Wow, when Evie (P5) and 

Alfie (P3) told us the amazing story of meeting King Charles and Queen Camilla. The King and 

Queen paid a visit to Titanic Distillers, which Stephen (Evie and Alfie's dad) is CEO of.  



Alfie got to present the King with some whiskey glasses and Evie got to present the Queen 

with a beautiful bouquet of flowers. What an amazing experience!! 

 

 

 

PURCHASING OF UNIFORM/PE KIT FOR NEW SCHOOL YEAR... 

At this time of the school year, thoughts begin to turn to uniform for the new school year. 

Please see the following points which reflect the recent legally binding guidance published 

by the Department of Education: (guidelines can be found at https://www.education-

ni.gov.uk/publications/school-uniforms-guidelines)  

• School jumpers and cardigans with the Gilnahirk crest can be purchased via 

SchoolMoney (in the Shop section). Depending on size, prices vary from £14.50 to 

£17.00 for the jumpers and £15.00 to £17.50 for the cardigans.  

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/school-uniforms-guidelines
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/school-uniforms-guidelines


• Please note, we operate the uniform sales to break even - no profit is made for the 

school.  

• As per the recent guidance, there is no obligation on you to purchase the school 

crested jumpers/cardigans. Plain grey cardigans and jumpers can be purchased from 

a range of outlets.  

• As school is the only official stockists for school ties, they must be purchased from 

the online shop on SchoolMoney  at a cost of £3.50 for junior ties (elasticated) and 

£4.00 for senior ties.  

• As with previous years, grey trousers and skirts can be purchased at a range of 

outlets - we do not sell these from school.  

• School PE kits for P4-7 (quarter zip and sports T-shirt) will once again be available to 

purchase and further information will be provided about this later in the term. In 

keeping with the guidance, we cannot insist that you purchase the PE kit but parents 

who have purchased them in the past report good quality, durability and value for 

money  - if you buy large, there is no reason why a PE kit cannot last two years. 

• If you choose not to purchase the PE kit, you will be advised later in the term about 

the alternative. 

• P1-3 children will continue with existing PE kit arrangements.  

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON ORDERING UNIFORM FROM SCHOOL... 

If you are ordering jumpers, cardigans, ties and other items from school, you should do so 

through the Shop section on SchoolMoney by Friday 10 July. If you order later than this date, 

we cannot guarantee that you will have the item or items in time for the new school year, 

due to staff shortages over the summer break.  



MILK ORDERS FOR FIRST HALF TERM OF NEW SCHOOL YEAR... 

 

If you wish your child to take milk in school, this is a reminder that milk orders for 

September-October 2026 should be placed on SchoolMoney by 19th June 2026. Orders 

placed after that time will not be processed.  



REMINDER... 

 

School is closed on:  

Monday 25th May for the late May bank holiday 

Tuesday 26th May for a staff development day on TransformEd. 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY UPDATE... 

 

A revised Child Protection policy which was ratified at last week's Board of Governors' 

meeting can be found on the school website at this link: 

https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-information/key-information  

By way of reminder, our safeguarding team consists of: 

https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/school-information/key-information


Mrs Thelma Johnston - Designated Teacher for Child Protection 

Mr David Corbett - Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection 

Mr Alan Morrow - Designated Governor for Child Protection 

In their roles as Vice-Principal and SENCo, Mr Gary Halliday and Mrs Louise McCaffrey are 

also actively involved with pastoral care in school.  

LOST PROPERTY... 

Do you recognise any of these coats from the lost property box? If so, please call at reception 

to collect.  

 



PARENTS' ASSOCIATION NEWS... 

QUIZ NIGHT... 

 

Friday 29th May sees the return of our ever popular quiz night.  

Tickets are now available at the cost of £10 per person in the Shop section on SchoolMoney.  

It would be great to see the Morrow Hall full that evening.  

SUMMER FAIR... 

 



Our Summer Fair is planned for Friday 5th June from 5.30pm - 7.30pm. It would be great to 

see as many of you there as possible. There will be lots of stalls, food and other attractions.  

SPORTS DAY INFORMATION... 

 

Sports Day is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd June, with each year group running a few races at 

the times listed below. Hopefully as many mums, dads, grannies, grandas (and whoever 

else!) can make it to cheer the children on in their races.  

P1 - 9.00 - 9.30 

P2 - 9.30 - 10.00 

P3 - 10.00-10.30 

P4 - 11.00-11.30 

P5 - 11.30-12.00 

P6 - 12.00-12.30 

P7 - 12.30-1.00 

Please note in the event of poor weather, we will run a contingency sports day on 

Thursday 4th June at the times noted above. If the weather is also poor on the Thursday, 

year group races will be run in the hall. In the unlikely event of this happening, 

unfortunately space would not allow parents to attend.  



P5-7 HOUSE COMPETITION . 

Our 4 Houses at Key Stage 2 are... 

 

1 - SCRABO 

 

2 - STORMONT 

 

3 - LAGAN 

 

4 - DONARD 



RESULTS FOR APRIL... 

The points for April are in... 

1st place - Scrabo with 770 points  

2nd place - Stormont with 630 points  

3rd place - Lagan with 580 points  

4th place - Donard with 500 points  

OVERALL CURRENT HOUSE PLACINGS... 

Overall placings are as follows... 

1st Place - Scrabo with 1150 points 

2nd Place - Stormont with 920 points 

3rd Place - Lagan with 860 points 

4th Place - Donard with 730 points  



GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES... 

 

 

Don't forget our Gilly's Gilnahirk Value for this month is PERSEVERANCE... 



SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK... 

 

P1 VISIT FROM RACHEL 

Mabel's auntie Rachel came in to P1 and showed her short film animation called 'Stand By 

Me'. It was fantastic and the children loved watching it and hearing all about how 

animations are made. Thank you Rachel! 

 



 

 



 

 



P1 OUTDOOR PLAY... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P2 CAMP OUT IN THE HALL! 

As a reward for filling their class donut jar, P2C camped out in the hall, enjoying 

marshmallows and movies!  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

P2 PLAY... 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P3 LUNCHTIME FUN... 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P4 BEAUTIFUL HANDWRITING... 

 

 

 

 



 

P4 BELFAST BLITZ ART... 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P6 NETBALL AND FOOTBALL AT LUNCHTIME... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



P6 VOLCANIC ART... 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

SPORTS UPDATE... 

BOYS' FOOTBALL... 

Another tournament win for the Gilnahirk footballers, this time for the boys, in the East 

Belfast Primary Schools festival. In the group stage, they played 6 games, winning 4 and 

drawing 2, without conceding a single goal. This took them to a crunch semi-final against 

local rivals Braniel PS. After a tight encounter, the game went down to penalties, which 

Gilnahirk won. Last hurdle was Nettlefield PS in the final. Another cagey match in regulation 

time resulted in another penalty shoot out! Gilnahirk held their nerve and secured the win. 

Cue the wild celebrations! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

THE GILNAHIRK GALLERY OF GREATNESS... 

 



 

 

5 - Josh, Jamie and James produced some super work on their Volcanoes topic.  

 

6 - Brilliant writing in P2 from Connie, Harry, Erin and Ollie.  



 

7 - More super writing in P2 from Oscar, Evi, Grayson and Ruan. 

 

8 - Zeke and Oscar in P4 wrote fantastic WW2 haiku poems.  



 

9 - Joel in P1 has been trying so hard in his independent writing. Keep up the hard work, Joel!  

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS... 

 

If you are involved in any community linked activities and would like to promote them 

through our weekly update, please feel free to send to me via email 

dcorbett546@c2kni.net  

mailto:dcorbett546@c2kni.net


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

MAIN DATES FOR TERM 3... 

 

 

• Monday 25 May - school closed for bank holiday  

• Tuesday 26 May - school closed for Staff Development Day (TransformED) 

• Thursday 28 May - Induction evening for new P1 parents (September 2026) - 7pm 

• Friday 29 May - Parents' Association quiz night - 8pm 

• Tuesday 2 June - Sports Day  



• Friday 5 June - Summer Fair (5.30pm - 7.30pm) 

• Wednesday 24 June - P7 Leavers' Party - 7pm 

• Thursday 25 June - P7 Leavers' Service at Gilnahirk Presbyterian - 7pm 

• Tuesday 30 June - School closes for summer break 

With kind regards 

D Corbett 

Principal. 
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