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Our School Motto: 

'Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World' 

Our School Vision Statement... 

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment 

for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their 



achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster 

self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.  

Dear parent/carer,  

I trust you have had a good week.  

In this week's update, you will find some new information towards the top on school 

uniforms and sports day, followed by some important information repeated from last week 

(or the last few weeks).  

As usual, we also have lots of photos giving you a taste of another busy week in school.  

REMINDER... 

 

School is closed on Monday 4th May for the early May bank holiday and on Tuesday 5th 

May for a Staff Development Day.  

PURCHASING OF UNIFORM/PE KIT FOR NEW SCHOOL YEAR... 

At this time of the school year, thoughts begin to turn to uniform for the new school year. 

Please see the following points which reflect the recent legally binding guidance published 

by the Department of Education: (guidelines can be found at https://www.education-

ni.gov.uk/publications/school-uniforms-guidelines)  

ω School jumpers and cardigans with the Gilnahirk crest can be purchased via 

SchoolMoney (in the Shop section). Depending on size, prices vary from £14.50 to 

£17.00 for the jumpers and £15.00 to £17.50 for the cardigans.  

ω Please note, we operate the uniform sales to break even - no profit is made for the 

school.  

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/school-uniforms-guidelines
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/school-uniforms-guidelines


ω As per the recent guidance, there is no obligation on you to purchase the school 

crested jumpers/cardigans. Plain grey cardigans and jumpers can be purchased from 

a range of outlets.  

ω As school is the only official stockists for school ties, they must be purchased from 

the online shop on SchoolMoney  at a cost of £3.50 for junior ties (elasticated) and 

£4.00 for senior ties.  

ω As with previous years, grey trousers and skirts can be purchased at a range of 

outlets - we do not sell these from school.  

ω School PE kits for P4-7 (quarter zip and sports T-shirt) will once again be available to 

purchase and further information will be provided about this later in the term. In 

keeping with the guidance, we cannot insist that you purchase the PE kit but parents 

who have purchased them in the past report good quality, durability and value for 

money  - if you buy large, there is no reason why a PE kit cannot last two years. 

ω If you choose not to purchase the PE kit, you will be advised later in the term about 

the alternative. 

ω P1-3 children will continue with existing PE kit arrangements.  

SPORTS DAY INFORMATION... 

 

Sports Day is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd June, with each year group running a few races at 

the times listed below. Hopefully as many mums, dads, grannies, grandas (and whoever 

else!) can make it to cheer the children on in their races.  

P1 - 9.00 - 9.30 

P2 - 9.30 - 10.00 

P3 - 10.00-10.30 

P4 - 11.00-11.30 



P5 - 11.30-12.00 

P6 - 12.00-12.30 

P7 - 12.30-1.00 

Please note in the event of poor weather, we will run a contingency sports day on 

Thursday 4th June at the times noted above. If the weather is also poor on the Thursday, 

year group races will be run in the hall. In the unlikely event of this happening, 

unfortunately space would not allow parents to attend.  

PROMOTING THE SMARTPHONE FREE CHILDHOOD MESSAGE... 

One of our parent governors, Janet McNeice, who operates professionally as Dr McIlfatrick, 

was recently in Stormont, meeting the Health Minister to promote the smartphone free 

childhood message. You may remember a group of Gilnahirk parents met on a couple of 

occasions last year to explore this very worthy campaign. You will find information below on 

how to connect with some of those parents in the Gilnahirk community. 



 



 



 

IS YOUR CHILD STARTING P1 IN SEPTEMBER? 

 

If so, you are asked to return the P1 registration booklet as soon as possible. You will have 

received the booklet in your P1 welcome pack. The information contained in the booklet is 

vital and can take some time to input on to the school's information system, so the earlier 

we get the booklets, the better. Thank you for your assistance with this.  



SUMMER UNIFORM... 

 

Many of the children have already moved to our summer uniform, but please see below for 

a reminder of both the boys' and girls' uniforms: 

Girls: 

Blue/white check summer dress or romper suit  

White cardigan or grey school cardigan for cooler days 

White or grey socks  

White sandals/school shoes (not trainers) 

 

Boys:  

White polo shirt 

Grey school jumper for cooler days 

Grey trousers or shorts 

School shoes (not trainers)  

 

Please note, children who wish to continue wearing the full uniform can do so.  



P6 PARENTS - NEW SEAG CYCLE STARTS SOON... 

 

Please see below for the key dates in the new SEAG cycle: 

ω Monday 18th May 2026 - Registration period opens on a portal within the SEAG 

website (www.seagni.co.uk) 

ω Friday 18th September 2026 (11.59pm) - Registration period closes. 

ω Saturday 14th November 2026 (AM) - Entrance Assessment Paper 1. 

ω Saturday 21st November 2026 (AM) - Entrance Assessment Paper 2. 

ω Possibly Saturday 23rd January 2027 - Entrance Assessment outcomes are published. 

P6 parents, please note: 

ω Only pupils who have been registered will be able to sit the SEAG Entrance 

Assessment; 

ω It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to register their children to sit the 

Assessment; 

ω It is also the responsibility of parents/guardians to apply for access arrangements (if 

appropriate).  

ω The Entrance Assessment consists of Paper 1 and Paper 2 and pupils sit both papers. 

If you have any queries about any of the above, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

http://www.seagni.co.uk/


ASSEMBLIES IN TERM3... 

Each Wednesday morning, children gather in the Morrow Hall for their weekly Assembly, a 

part of which is broadly Christian in nature. Assemblies also include: 

ω Work on our school values (Gilly's Gilnahirk Values) 

ω School news and announcements  

ω Celebration of children's success in and out of school (Wednesday Wows!) 

Please see below for the list of invited speakers for the Christian aspect of our Assemblies. 

These speakers are from local churches or organisations with whom we have built up a 

positive, trusted relationship over many years.  

ω 15 April - East Belfast PAIS team  

ω 22 April - David Jackson (CEF) 

ω 29 April - Drew Steele (Gilnahirk Baptist) 

ω 6 May - Jack McQuillan (Tullycarnet Presbyterian) 

ω 13 May - Laura Hutcheson-Magee (Gilnahirk Presbyterian) 

ω 20 May - Nicky Bradley (Knock Presbyterian) 

ω 27 May - Matthew Gault and/or PAIS team (Tullycarnet Church of Ireland) 

ω 3 June - Jax McCallum (Scripture Union) 

ω 10 June - Ken McGrath (St Dorothea's Church of Ireland) 

ω 17 June - David Jackson (CEF) 

ω 24 June - Drew Steele (Gilnahirk Baptist)  



UPCOMING PARENTS ASSOCIATION EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR... 

MARATHON RELAY TEAM... 

As with previous years, a team of volunteers will run legs in the Belfast Marathon relay on 

Sunday 3rd May to raise funds for the school. If you would like to contribute you can do so 

at https://gofundme.com/f/gilnahirk-primary-belfast-marathon-2026  

A huge thank you to all of the parents and friends of the school taking part. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT... 

 

Friday 29th May sees the return of our ever popular quiz night. Further details will be 

provided but do consider keeping that date in the diary.  

SUMMER FAIR - CRAFTERS WANTED... 

Our Summer Fair is scheduled to take place on Friday 5th June from 5.30pm - 7.30pm. If you 

would like to set up a stall, please see the contact information on the image below... 

https://gofundme.com/f/gilnahirk-primary-belfast-marathon-2026


 

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION FUND RAISING - WHERE DOES THE MONEY 

GO? 

As the summer term gets in to full swing, with two big fundraisers coming up (Quiz night and 

Summer Fair), I thought it would be a good idea to let you know the sort of things we have 

been able to do over the last few years using the funds raised through the various Parents' 

Association events... 

ω Purchase of 30 new iPads 

ω New 4G surface in the P1 playground 

ω Replacement of 'ActivPanels' in the P7 classrooms 

ω A range of outdoor play equipment  

ω Development of a sensory room, known to the children as 'the Green Room'.  



ω Refurb of ICT suite, including fresh paint, new carpet, 3 new flat screen TVs, attractive 

wall transfers and contemporary lighting. 

ω Refurb of school library, including new shelves, fresh paint, new carpet, contemporary 

lighting 

ω Development of 'break out' spaces across the school to aid in the support of small 

group teaching and music tuition. This involved repurposing spaces around the school 

including re-painting and carpeting. We have created new spaces called 'The Snug', 

'The Cove', 'The Nook', 'The Den' and 'The Burrow' 

ω Attractive new roller blinds in every classroom, including ICT suite, library, Mrs 

Newnes' learning support room and other smaller spaces.  

ω Development of an outdoor chess playing space in the P7 playground and the 

purchase of chess boards. 

ω Resources for the 'Morning Club' (for children who come in to school a bit earlier to 

aid the morning transition) 

ω Development of garden spaces in the front playgrounds. 

The above list does not include a whole range of smaller bits and pieces that are necessary 

to keep our school running.  

The reality is that ten or more years ago, schools usually had a bit of spare money to afford 

items such as the ones listed above, but in the current climate, schools barely receive 

enough money to cover staff costs. This means that your support is absolutely vital and not 

taken for granted - it is, as always, deeply appreciated. Thank you.  

HIKE FOR THE HALLIDAYS... 

 



As many of you will know, our very own Mr Halliday has recently returned from a period of 

carers' leave, during which he was caring for Caroline, his wife. 

A number of our staff are taking part in a 'Hike for the Hallidays' on 20th June in support of 

Macmillan Cancer who have been instrumental in Caroline's care.  

Please consider donating to this very worthwhile cause at this link: 

https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/gilnahirk-primary-

school2026?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=dssb-WA&utm_content=MPC  

NEW GUITAR LESSONS AVAILABLE FROM MONDAY 11 MAY... 

 

As part of our expansive music tuition programme at Gilnahirk, an exciting opportunity has 

arisen for any children who might want to take up guitar lessons. Further details below:  

ω Beginner lessons for children in P4,5 or 6 

ω £5 per lesson in small groups 

ω Own guitar required 

ω Contact Ben McCleary at benmccleary4@icloud.com or 07935114214  

ω Please include child's name and class 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS FOR 2026-2027 ACADEMIC YEAR... 

Please see below for the proposed school calendar for next year. You will notice there are a 

total of 8 staff development days instead of the usual 5. The 3 additional days are days 

stipulated by the Department of Education as TransformED days - these are set for all 

schools in Northern Ireland next year.  

https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/gilnahirk-primary-school2026?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=dssb-WA&utm_content=MPC
https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/gilnahirk-primary-school2026?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=dssb-WA&utm_content=MPC
mailto:benmccleary4@icloud.com


 

P5-7 HOUSE COMPETITION . 

Our 4 Houses at Key Stage 2 are... 

 

1 - SCRABO 



 

2 - STORMONT 

 

3 - LAGAN 

 

4 - DONARD 

RESULTS FOR APRIL... 

The points for April are in... 

1st place - Scrabo with 770 points  

2nd place - Stormont with 630 points  

3rd place - Lagan with 580 points  

4th place - Donard with 500 points  



OVERALL CURRENT HOUSE PLACINGS... 

Overall placings are as follows... 

1st Place - Scrabo with 1150 points 

2nd Place - Stormont with 920 points 

3rd Place - Lagan with 860 points 

4th Place - Donard with 730 points  

SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK... 

 

P1 AT THE GARDEN CENTRE... 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P2 PRACTISING THEIR FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENT SKILLS - THROWING AND 

CATCHING... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P3 DUTCH HOUSES... 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



P3 TULIPS ART... 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



P4 RELAXING AT BREAK TIME... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P5-7 PRAYER SPACE AT ST DOROTHEA'S... 

P5-7 children enjoyed their time at the 'Prayer Space' at St Dorothea's... 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



P6 PIPECLEANER PEOPLE... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P7 BELFAST SKYLINE ART... 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

SPORTS UPDATE... 

2 pieces of sporting news for this week... 

Mrs Nelson took our cross country team to the Belfast Primary finals at Mallusk. All 

members of the team ran superbly in very competitive races - special shout out to Charley 

and Maisie Allan, who both placed in the medal winning positions. A fantastic achievement!  

Big thanks to Nick and Jane Allan for helping with lifts and providing much needed vocal 

support!  



 

5 - Maisie, Ellie, Robyn, Charley  

 

6 - Mateo, Ben, Jack, James 



 

7 - What a team! 

At the end of last week, our boys football squad took on local rivals Braniel PS in a friendly 

match in the glorious Spring sunshine. An exciting game of football that ended in a 3-3 draw, 

with Gilnahirk goals from Alfie (2) and Archer (1). A great result against a strong Braniel 

team.  

 

8 - Hugo, Flynn, Dylan, Alfie, Archie, Bobby, Archer, Mateo 


