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Our School Motto:

‘Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World'

Our School Vision Statement...

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment
for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their



achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster
self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.

Dear parent/carer,

That's the first week back after the Easter break and, as always, we've hit the ground
running, with lots going on this week.

WELCOME TO GEORGIE, OUR NEWEST SCHOOL MEMBER!

Georgie, our pets as therapy dog, paid her first visit to school this week. Over the next few
weeks, Georgie will visit every class. Georgie is very well trained and is very calm in the
school environment. However, if your child might experience some anxiety about this,
please let the class teacher know.
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HIKE FOR THE HALLIDAYS...
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As many of you will know, our very own Mr Halliday has recently returned from a period of
carers' leave, during which he was caring for Caroline, his wife.

A number of our staff are taking part in a 'Hike for the Halliday2@h Junein support of
Macmillan Cancer who have been instrumental in Caroline's care.

Please consider donating to this very worthwhile cause at this link:
https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/gilnakpkmary
school2026?utm medium=FR&utm source=dggh&utm content=MPC



https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/gilnahirk-primary-school2026?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=dssb-WA&utm_content=MPC
https://mightyhikesfundraising.macmillan.org.uk/fundraising/gilnahirk-primary-school2026?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=dssb-WA&utm_content=MPC

NEW GUITAR LESSONS AVAILABLE FROM MONDAY 11 MAY...

As part of our expansive music tuition programme at Gilnahirk, an exciting opportunity has
arisen for any children who might want to take up guitar lessons. Further details below:

w Beginner lessons for children in P4,5 or 6

w £5 per lesson in small groups

w Own guitar required

w Contact Ben McCleary &#enmccleary4@icloud.comr 07935114214

w Please include child's name and class

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS FOR-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR...

Please see below for the proposed school calendar for next year. You will notice there are a
total of 8 staff development days instead of the usual 5. The 3 additional days are days
stipulated by the Department of Education as TransformED didaese are set for all

schools in Northern Ireland next year.


mailto:benmccleary4@icloud.com

Date Details

Thursday 27t August 2026

Friday 28t August 2026
Monday 31°t August 2026
Tuesday 1% September 2026
Friday 25 September 2026

Friday 23" October 2026

Monday 26" October 2026 to Friday
30t October 2026 (inclusive)
Monday 2"! November 2026

Friday 18" December 2026

Monday 21t December 2026 -
Friday 1% January 2027 (inclusive)
Monday 4% January 2027

Tuesday 5% January 2027

Monday 25* January 2027

Friday 5% February 2027

Monday 8 February 2027 - Friday
12" February 2027 (inclusive)
Monday 15* February 2027
Wednesday 24" March 2027
Thursday 25t March 2027 — Tuesday
6t April 2027 (inclusive)
Wednesday 7" April 2027

Thursday 8t April 2027

Monday 3! May 2027 - Wednesday
5th May 2027 (inclusive)

Monday 31t May 2027

Wednesday 30 June 2027

School resumes for all children. Early
finish

Second day of term. Early finish
School closed for bank holiday

First full day of school

School closed for TransformED staff
development

School closes for half term break
Autumn half term break.

School resumes for all children
School closes for Christmas holidays
Christmas holidays

School closed for Staff Development
School resumes for the spring term
School closed for TransformED staff
development

School closes for half term break
February half term break

School resumes for all children
School closes for Easter holidays
Easter holidays

School closed for Staff Development
School resumes for the summer term
School closed for Early May Bank
Holiday/TransformED staff
development day/normal staff
development day

School closed for late May Bank
Holiday

School closes for summer holidays.
Early finish

P57 HOUSE COMPETITION RESULTS FOR MARCH...

Our 4 Houses at Key Stage 2 are...

1-SCRABO



2-STORMONT

4-DONARD

The scores for the month of March are in...

1st Place Scrabo with 380 points

2nd Place Stormont with 290 points

3rd Place- Lagan with 280 points

4th Place- Donard with 230 points




UPCOMING PARENTS ASSOCIATION EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR...

MARATHON RELAY TEAM...

BELFAST

As with previous years, a team of volunteers will run legs in the Belfast Marathon relay on
Sunday 3rd May to raise funds for the school. If you would like to contribute you can do so at
https://gofundme.com/f/gilnahirkprimary-belfastmarathon2026

A huge thank you to all of the parents and friends of the school taking part.

SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK...
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P1 Photographers...



https://gofundme.com/f/gilnahirk-primary-belfast-marathon-2026







P2- Our first written comprehension!
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P3 Cricket lesson...







P3 Phonics fun...







P4 Letters to Buckingham Palace...










P6 Trip to Ganaway Activity Centre...
P6 had an amazing couple of days at Ganaway Activity Centre just outside Millisle. The
pictures below will give you an idea of the very busy programme!
















































