
 

GILNAHIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL WEEKLY 
UPDATE  

 



 

Our School Motto: Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World... 

Our School Vision Statement... 

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment 

for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their 

achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster 

self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.  

Dear parent/carer, 

We've reached the start of December and everyone is looking forward to the last couple of 

weeks of the term, with nativities, Carol Service, Santa visit, Christmas fair, and more.  



DID YOU (OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW) MISS OUR OPEN MORNING? 

 

If so, you can contact the school office on 028 90401697 or email dcorbett546@c2kni.net 

to arrange a visit and tour of the school.   

 

REMINDER - INCREASE IN SCHOOL DINNERS PRICE FROM JANUARY... 

 

mailto:dcorbett546@c2kni.net


Another reminder that the Education Authority has announced that the price of a school 

meal will go from the current price of £2.60 to the new price of £3.10 from January.  

Bookings for after Christmas are now open on School Money with the new price of £3.10. 

CHRISTMAS AT GILNAHIRK! 

 

The Christmas information included below will give you plenty of notice of what's coming 

up... 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE/CHRISTMAS FAIR - SAT 6 DEC 

 

As noted above, Saturday 6th December will be our annual Christmas Tree sale and 

Christmas fair (10am - 1pm).  



Over the last couple of years, the Christmas fair aspect of the morning has grown to include 

lots of stalls/crafters etc, so I strongly encourage you to keep that morning clear in the diary 

and make every effort to attend.  

Trees can be ordered using the web address or QR code on the image below... 

 

P1-3 NATIVITIES - TUES 9 AND WED 10 DEC 

 

In order to help you book a bit of time off work, or make other arrangements, please see 

below for the intended dates for our P1-P3 nativities. We will run these in the same way as 



the last few years, with each year group putting on 2 performances, one for each set of 

parents/grandparents etc. 

Tuesday 9th December: 

9.15am - P1 nativity for P1Hodgen parents and grandparents 

10.20am - P2 nativity for P2Boyd/Fish parents and grandparents 

11.15am - P3 nativity for P3McCaffrey/Pitts parents and grandparents   

Wednesday 10th December: 

9.15am - P1 nativity for P1Gordon parents and grandparents 

10.20am - P2 nativity for P2Collins/Pitts parents and grandparents  

11.15am - P3 nativity for P3Johnston/Wallace parents and grandparents 

PLEASE NOTE, ON THE MORNING OF THE NATIVITIES, A FEE OF £2 PER PERSON WILL BE 

PAYABLE AT THE DOOR, TO COVER COSTS OF COSTUMES AND LICENSES ETC. THANK YOU. 

P5-7 CINEMA TRIP - THURS 11 DEC 

 

Our KS2 pupils (P5-7) will have their annual Christmas cinema trip on Thursday 11th 

December. Look out for further information and payment details in the upcoming weeks.  



SANTA VISIT - FRI 12 DEC 

 

On Friday 12th December, the big man himself will visit GPS, with a small gift for every child. 

Children can once again come in to school that day in a Christmas jumper (over normal 

uniform).  

SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE - WED 17 DEC 

 

As you may have seen in the dates for the diary section, we will hold our annual Carol 

Service in the College Hall at Our Lady and St Pat's College on the evening of Wednesday 

17th December at 7pm. This is always a very well received service, with many parents in the 

past remarking positively about the respectful re-telling of the Christmas story through 

readings, songs and musical performance. It would be great to see a large turnout for one of 

the highlights of our school year.  



CHRISTMAS CHARITIES... 

 

 

This year we will support two charities over the festive season. We will have a non-uniform 

day on the last day of term (see below) and then there will be an opportunity to donate to 

Hosford House (homeless appeal of the East Belfast Mission) at the P1-3 nativities and the 

Carol Service. Your support is, as always, deeply appreciated. 

LAST DAY OF TERM... 

 



Friday 19th December will be the last day of term 1. This will be a non-uniform day in 

support of the Tearfund Christmas appeal – suggested voluntary donation of £1 per pupil.  

School will close early (12.00pm for P1-4 and 12.05pm for P5-7) and the Christmas holidays 

will be from Monday 22nd December to Friday 2nd January 2026. School will resume after 

the Christmas break on Monday 5th January 2026. 

LIFE IN SCHOOL THIS WEEK... 

 

Another busy week in school... 

ALL CONQUERING GIRLS FOOTBALL TEAM! 

A fantastic performance from the girls' football team in the quarter final of the Liz Bryson 

7 a-side cup against last year's winners, Lisnasharragh Primary! After going down to a 

very early goal, the girls regrouped and dominated the game, played in very wet 

conditions. A hat-trick from Robyn, 2 goals from Charley and 1 from Emily with fantastic 

performances in midfield and defence from Ruby, Ellie, Zoe, Penny and Ailsa. A superb 

team performance! Roll on the semi final! 



 

1 - Emily, Ruby, Ellie, Charley, Robyn, Ailsa, Zoe, Penny.  

FANTASTIC EFFORT FROM OUR SWIMMING TEAM! 

Our fabulous swimming team competed at the recent Swim Ulster gala held in Bangor 

Aurora. The girsl all swam brilliantly in their heats, with Chloe and Sophie qualifying for 

the all-Ireland gala in March. Congratulations to all of the swimmers - we are so proud of 

how well you represented our school!  



 

2 - Emily, Chloe, Ruby, Scarlett and Sophie 

 



 

P3 WORKING HARD AT THEIR NATIVITY REHEARSALS... 

WE CAN'T WAIT FOR THE SHOW NEXT WEEK..! 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P4 HOOP GAMES IN P.E. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

P5 CONSOLIDATING TIMES TABLES ON THE IPAD... 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P5 DESIGNING EARLY MAN LANDSCAPES... 

 

 



 

 



 

P6 VIKING LONGHOUSES... 

P6 went outside to find natural materials to use on their Viking Longhouses in art 



 

 



 

 



P6 METAPHOR AND SIMILE POETRY... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P7 CHRISTMAS ART... 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS... 

 

If you are involved in any community linked activities and would like to promote them 

through our weekly update, please feel free to send to me via email 

dcorbett546@c2kni.net  

 

mailto:dcorbett546@c2kni.net


 

 



 

 



 

 

3 - Link to book: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/glenmachanchurchofgod/1848802  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/glenmachanchurchofgod/1848802


 

 



 

 

 



KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 

 

 

• Friday 5th December - Christmas wreath making evening (details above) 

• Saturday 6th December - Christmas Tree sale and fair (details above) 

• Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th December - P1-3 nativities (details above) 

• Thursday 11 December - KS2 cinema trip (details above) 

• Wednesday 17th December - Carol Service at Our Lady and St Pat's College, 7pm 

• Friday 19th December - school closes for Christmas break - early finish (12.00 for P1-

4, 12.05 for P5-7) 

• Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January - school closed for Christmas break  

• Monday 5th January 2026 - school resumes for term 2 

Enjoy your weekend. 

With kind regards 

D Corbett 

Principal. 
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