GILNAHIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL WEEKL
UPDATE

Our School Motto:Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World...

Our School Vision Statement...

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment
for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their
achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster
self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.




Dear parent/carer,
| hope you have had a good week.

As | prepare this week's update, | can hear the sound of P1 practising their nativity songs in
the Morrow Hall - Christmas is definitely full speed ahead now!

Here is our latest update...

FOR YOUR ATTENTION...

At the start of this week's update, can | draw your particular attention to a change of date
for our planned Videostar day.

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we need to change the dafeiday 28th November
further details below.

MEET THIS YEAR'S HOUSE CAPTAINS...

This week, our P7 House Captains received their badges. After Christmas, term 2 will be
House Competition term, so look out for more information about this after the Christmas
break.

1- DONARD Maisie, Noah, Lilah, Elliot















3-LAGAN Zoe, Joseph, Bethany, Kia















REMINDER ABOUT TUMMY BUG ABSENCE...

The last couple of weeks have seen quite an uptick in the number of cases of tummy bugs in
school.

In order to minimise spread, you are reminded that any child displaying symptoms of a
tummy bug (nausea, vomiting, diarrhaa)st be kept off school until 48 hours after their
last symptom.The following link provides helpful information from NI Direct:
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/conditions/diarrhoeaand-vomiting



https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting

OPEN MORNING FOR PROSPECTIVE P1 PAREIDAS 5TH

DECEMBER...

Do you or does someone you know have a child due to start P1 in September 20267
If so, you are invited to attend our Open Morning Briday 5th December from 11am to
12.30pm.

The format for the morning is very relaxed, with a short address by myself as Principal at
11am followed by guided tours of the school with our P7 tour guides.

There is no need to sign ypyou can simply turn up and see for yourself what Gilnahirk
Primary has to offer. School will be operating as normal so you will get to see life at GPS as it
really is.

Feel free to share the link to our Open Day video:
https://www.qgilnahirkps.org.uk/children/qgilnahikv/qgilnahirk-open-day

The graphic below is a helpful summary of the key dates in the admissions process:


https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/children/gilnahirk-tv/gilnahirk-open-day
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REMINDERINCREASE IN SCHOOL DINNERS PRICE FROM JANUARY.

Another reminder that the Education Authority has announced that the price of a school
meal will go from the current price &2.60 to the new price a£3.10from January.

Bookings for after Christmas are now open on School Money with the new piSe16f.

PARENTS ASSOCIATION CHRISTMAS FAIR...

Please see a message below from Elaine Reid (Parents' Association chairperson) regarding
toy and uniform donations for the Christmas fair (Saturday 6th DecerKber)

Dear Parents and Guardians,



This is your motivation to do that toy clear out which §ewbeen planning but putting off,
get it done over half term!

As in previous years the PA plans to run our successfldyae toy stall and our proved

uniforms stall at the Christmas Fair early in December. We will be welcoming donations of

pre-loved toys and uniformsom the week beginning Monday 10th November for three

weeks.Please place any donations in the boxes which will be left at the main entrance to
school.

We are looking forward to another successful Christmas Fair and would welcome any new
parents keen to get involved even if just for the fair.

Thank you,

GPS PA

OTHER CHRISTMAS INFORMATION...

The Christmas information included below will give you plenty of notice of what's coming
up...




CHRISTMAS VIDEO STAR-DAMDAY 28TH NOVEMBER (CHANGE OF DATE!)
It's time for another whole school Video Star!

This will be filmed orriday 28th Novemberso on that daychildren should come in to
school with a Christmas jumper over their normal uniform

You can watch a couple of previous Christmas video stars at the following links:

https://www.dilnahirkps.org.uk/page/?title=Gilnahirk+Primary+Videostar+ December+2022
&pid=159

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvviP08Ink

CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING EVENIRGS DEC

—

Please see below for a message from the Parents' Association regarding this year's
Christmas Wreath Making evening...

The Parents' Association warmly invite you, your friends and family to join us in welcoming

the festive season with a Christmas Wreath making evening on Friday 5th December. The

evening will be facilitated by Sow Grateful. They will provide everything you need and will
coach you throughout the workshop to create a front door wreath to be proud of. The
Parents' Association will provide nibbles and you can BYO. It will run from 7pm to 9pm.
Places will be limited so please buy your tickeE&fy from the Teachers2Parents app


https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/page/?title=Gilnahirk+Primary+Videostar+December+2022&pid=159
https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/page/?title=Gilnahirk+Primary+Videostar+December+2022&pid=159
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvviP08Ink

(SchoolMoney) early to avoid disappointment. You will find the payment in the Shop section
(Christmas wreath workshop).

Any questions can be directed to Elaine 07748040971 or Clare 07903806478

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE/CHRISTMASSAAIR DEC

As noted aboveSaturday 6th Decembewill be our annual Christmas Tree sale and
Christmas fai{10am- 1pm).

Over the last couple of years, the Christmas fair aspect of the morning has grown to include

lots of stalls/crafters etc, so | strongly encourage you to keep that morning clear in the diary
and make every effort to attend.

Trees can be ordered using the web address or QR code on the image below...




wé

~~GILNAKIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL ‘*

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
& CRAFT FAIR
STALLS, CRAFTS, REFRSHMENTS, MUSIC
/
@ SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 2025
10AM - 1PM %

PRE ORDER YOUR FRESHLY CUT TREE:
WWW.PTA-EVENTS.CO.UK/GILNAHIRKPRIMARY/
OR SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW FOR HASSEL FREE

COLLECTION ON THE DAY!

In order to help you book a bit of time off work, or make other arrangements, please see
below for the intended dates for our FA3 nativities. We will run these in the same way as
the last few years, with each year group putting on 2 performances, one for each set of
parents/grandparents etc.

Tuesday 9th December:
9.15am- P1 nativity forP1Hodgen parents and grandparents
10.20am- P2 nativity forP2Boyd/Fish parents and grandparents

11.15am- P3 nativity forP3McCaffrey/Pitts parents and grandparents



Wednesday 10th December:
9.15am- P1 nativity forP1Gordon parents and grandparents
10.20am- P2 nativity forP2Collins/Pitts parents and grandparents

11.15am- P3 nativityfor P3Johnston/Wallace parents and grandparents

PLEASE NOTE, ON THE MORNING OF THE NATIVITIES£2Z FER BERSON WILL BE
PAYABLE AT THE DOOR, TO COVER COSTS OF COSTUMES AND LICENSES ETC. THANK'Y

P57 CINEMA TRHPTHURS 11 DEC

Our KS2 pupils (PH will have their annual Christmas cinema tripTdrursday 11th
December Look out for further information and payment details in the upcoming weeks.



SANTA VISHFRI 12 DEC

OnFriday 12th Decembethe big man himself will visit GPS, with a small gift for every child.

Children can once again come in to school that day in a Christmas jumper (over normal
uniform).

SCHOOL CAROL SERWUED 17 DEC

(CHRISTMAS

¢ carolservice

As you may have seen in the dates for the diary section, we will hold our annual Carol
Service in the College Hall at Our Lady and St Pat's College on the evaiednesday

17th December at 7pmThis is always a very well received service, with many parents in the
past remarking positively about the respectfuttedling of the Christmas story through

readings, songs and musical performance. It would be great to see a large turnout for one of
the highlights of our school year.



GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES...

Don't forget, this month's Gilly's Gilnahirk Value HONESTY.
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Another busy week in school...

READING BUDDIES...
This week, we had our second Reading Buddies session of the school year.
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P6 ADJECTIVE ART...
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P6 CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS...
P6 made Christmas decorations this week for the 'Step into Narnia: Christmas at the Square'
event at CS Lewis Square which takes place this evening. Thanks to Eastside Partnership for

providing the colourful resources.



