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GILNAHIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL WEEKL
UPDATE




Our School Motto:Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World...

Our School Vision Statement...

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment
for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their
achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster

self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.

Dear parent/carer,

| hope you have had a good week.

In this week's busy update...
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Open Morning details

Anti bullying week

School dinners price increase from January
Thank you to our Reading Partnership volunteers
Lots of Christmas info!

Gilly's Gilnahirk Values

Photos from life in school this week...



OPEN MORNING FOR PROSPECTIVE P1 PAREIDAS 5TH

DECEMBER...

Do you or does someone you know have a child due to start P1 in September 20267
If so, you are invited to attend our Open Morning Briday 5th December from 11am to
12.30pm.

The format for the morning is very relaxed, with a short address by myself as Principal at
11am followed by guided tours of the school with our P7 tour guides.

There is no need to sign ypyou can simply turn up and see for yourself what Gilnahirk
Primary has to offer. School will be operating as normal so you will get to see life at GPS as it
really is.

Feel free to share the link to our Open Day video:
https://www.qgilnahirkps.org.uk/children/qgilnahikv/qgilnahirk-open-day

The graphic below is a helpful summary of the key dates in the admissions process:


https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/children/gilnahirk-tv/gilnahirk-open-day
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ANTI BULLYING WEEK...

” ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2025 A

Monday 10 to

Po E Friday 14" November
FOR
‘GooD “oavsoas O

#ANTIBULLVINGWEEK

#0ddSocksDay #PowerForGood

odd socks this Odd
Socks Day, will you?

I ANTI-BULLYING
A" ALLIANCE

Next week is antbullying week, when we will be exploring the theméeRdwer for Good'
through Assemblies and class activities

As part of that, we will be taking part in odd socks dayvmmday 10th Novembeso
children can wear odd socks to school that déls a great way for us to celebrate how we
are all unique.



INCREASE IN SCHOOL DINNERS PRICE FROM JANUARY...

As you may have seen in local news reports this week, as part of their efforts to make
savings, the Education Authority has announced that the price of a school meal will go from
the current price o£2.60 to the new price at3.10 from January.

Where School Money (our online payment platform) is concerned, school meals up until
Christmas will be open to book, but meals after Christmas will not be available to book until
we have made the necessary amendments to the payments.

OUR READING PARTNERSHIP VOLUNTEERS...

Introducing our fabulous reading partnership volunteers who give up their time to read
with individual P3 children.

The children really enjoy this experience and the progress they make in their reading as a
result of this vital partnership is wonderful.

A big thank you to all of you!
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THANK YOU FROM OUR TWO CHARITIES FROM BEFORE HALF
TERM...

GILNAHIRK PRIMAR

fgy 24THOCTOBER SRS

O

Representatives from Children's Vision International (Colours for Colombia) and the
Dundonald foodbank have been in touch to express their deep gratitude for our recent
support.

Dundonald

Foodbank

Together with Trussell

Our non uniform day at the end of the last half term raised the fantastic sug@@8.71and
our food appeal in support of Dundonald foodbank contributed the amazing weight of
278.5kgof food.

Thank you to all for your amazing generosity!



PARENTS ASSOCIATION CHRISTMAS FAIR...
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Please see a message below from Elaine Reid (Parents' Association chairperson) regarding
toy and uniform donations for the Christmas fair (Saturday 6th DecerKber)

Dear Parents and Guardians,

This is your motivation to do that toy clear out which §ewbeen planning but putting off,
get it done over half term!

As in previous years the PA plans to run our successfldyae toy stall and our proved

uniforms stall at the Christmas Fair early in December. We will be welcoming donations of

pre-loved toys and uniformsom the week beginning Monday 10th November for three

weeks.Please place any donations in the boxes which will be left at the main entrance to
school.

We are looking forward to another successful Christmas Fair and would welcome any new
parents keen to get involved even if just for the fair.

Thank you,

GPS PA




OTHER CHRISTMAS INFORMATION...

Whilst we are only in early November, the Christmas information included below will give
you plenty of notice of what's coming up...

CHRISTMAS VIDEO STAR-OAYES 2 DEC
It's time for another whole school Video Star!

This will be filmed offuesday 2nd Decembegeso on that daychildren should come in to
school with a Christmas jumper over their normal uniform

You can watch a couple of previous Christmas video stars at the following links:

https://www.dilnahirkps.org.uk/page/?title=Gilnahirk+Primary+Videostar+December+2022
&pid=159

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvviP08Ink



https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/page/?title=Gilnahirk+Primary+Videostar+December+2022&pid=159
https://www.gilnahirkps.org.uk/page/?title=Gilnahirk+Primary+Videostar+December+2022&pid=159
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvviP08Ink

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE/CHRISTMASSAAIR DEC
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As noted aboveSaturday 6th Decembewill be our annual Christmas Tree sale and
Christmas fai{10am- 1pm).

Over the last couple of years, the Christmas fair aspect of the morning has grown to include

lots of stalls/crafters etc, so | strongly encourage you to keep that morning clear in the diary
and make every effort to attend.

Trees can be ordered using the web address or QR code on the image below...




P1-3 NATIVITIESTUES 9 AND WED 10 DEC

In order to help you book a bit of time off work, or make other arrangements, please see
below for the intended dates for our FA3 nativities. We will run these in the same way as
the last few years, with each year group putting on 2 performances, one for each set of
parents/grandparents etc.

Tuesday 9th December:

9.15am- P1 nativity forP1Hodgen parents and grandparents

10.20am- P2 nativity forP2Boyd/Fish parents and grandparents
11.15am- P3 nativity forP3McCaffrey/Pitts parents and grandparents
Wednesday 10th December:

9.15am- P1 nativity forP1Gordon parents and grandparents

10.20am- P2 nativity forP2Collins/Pitts parents and grandparents
11.15am- P3 nativityfor P3Johnston/Wallace parents and grandparents

P57 CINEMA TRIPFTHURS 11 DEC

UNIVERSAL STUDI

—

e ,‘

Our KS2 pupils (PH will have their annual Christmas cinema tripTdrursday 11th
December Look out for further information and payment details in the upcoming weeks.



SANTA VISHFRI 12 DEC

OnFriday 12th Decembethe big man himself will visit GPS, with a small gift for every child.

Children can once again come in to school that day in a Christmas jumper (over normal
uniform).

SCHOOL CAROL SERWUED 17 DEC

(CHRISTMAS

¢ carolservice

As you may have seen in the dates for the diary section, we will hold our annual Carol
Service in the College Hall at Our Lady and St Pat's College on the evaiednesday

17th December at 7pmThis is always a very well received service, with many parents in the
past remarking positively about the respectfuttedling of the Christmas story through

readings, songs and musical performance. It would be great to see a large turnout for one of
the highlights of our school year.



GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES...

This week, we held our monthly values assemblies, where we awarded some children with
EMPATHYertificates and introduced our value for the month of November, which is
HONESTY.
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P1 PLAY...










P2 NUMERACY...










P3 ART THE LEAF FAMILY...
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Rose
The Lleaf girl
















MR HALLIDAY PAYS A VISIT TO P3!
Mr Halliday called in with P3 to see their fabulous reading activities. Everyone has got the
hang of writing full sentence answers!



