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Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World... 

Our School Vision Statement... 

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment 

for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their 

achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster 

self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.  

Dear parent/carer, 

That's another week done in school - hard to believe that the month of September is almost 

over. It's been a very busy month as we have all settled back in to school routines... 

 IMPORTANT REMINDERS... 

Here are a few reminders at the start of this week's update... 

• If your child is not already in full uniform (still wearing summer uniform), you 

should ensure that they are by Monday 29th September  

• P1 children will stay until 2pm from Monday 29th September. Please send a packed 

lunch or sign your child up for school dinners for each week ahead by midnight on 

the Sunday before each week.  

• Please check your child's school bag for an important letter sent home this week 

about P1-6 parent teacher interviews (further information below) 

P1-6 PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEW PLANS... 

 



P1-6 parent teacher interviews are scheduled for Monday 20th October - Thursday 23rd 

October. You may remember for the interviews in March, we used an online booking system 

for the first time. There were a number of technical issues but in the end everyone managed 

to get a slot (eventually!) 

Rather than abandoning the use of the booking system after one attempt, we plan to give it 

another go, but with a few tweaks which will hopefully alleviate some of the issues we faced. 

Therefore, booking slots will be allocated on a staggered basis, as noted below:  

P1 - Monday 29th September at 12.00pm 

P2 - Tuesday 30th September at 12.00pm 

P3 - Wednesday 1st October at 12.00pm 

P4 - Thursday 2nd October at 12.00pm 

P5  and P6 - Friday 3rd October at 12.00pm 

P1-6 parents should have received a letter with important action points for the parent 

teacher interviews, so if you have not seen it, please check your child's school bag for this. 

Alternatively, the letter has been attached to the email with this week's Sway link.  

The practical arrangements for the parent teacher interview days will be: 

• School will close at 1.15pm for P1-6 children to accommodate the interviews. 

• School will operate as normal for P7 children.  

• School dinners will still be available as normal or you should send a packed lunch.  

• There are no after school activities the week of parent teacher interviews 



NSPCC SPEAK OUT STAY SAFE... 

 

As per the letter sent home earlier this week, the NSPCC will deliver their 'Speak Out Stay 

Safe' programme on Monday 6th October and Tuesday 7th October. The details are as 

follows: 

• All year groups will watch an age appropriate video on staying safe during the week 

commencing Monday 29th September  

• P3, 6 and 7 will then have an age appropriate follow up workshop in their classrooms 

on Monday 6 October or Tuesday 7 October.  

You can find further information about the programme at this link: 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/speak-out-stay-safe or if you have any further queries, 

please contact the school office.  

SCHOOL FUND... 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/speak-out-stay-safe


 

At the start of each school year, we invite you as parents to contribute to our school fund. 

This fund is used to supplement many areas of school life that directly affect the children. In 

your child's school bag last week was a letter with further information and you should have 

received a SchoolMoney notification.  

The contribution is voluntary but any contribution will be very gratefully received and 

appropriately used in these increasingly challenging financial times for schools.  

Thank you.  

NEW AFTER SCHOOL CLUB FOR FRIDAYS... 

Please see details below for a new after school club on a Friday. Please note the 

accompanying flyer sent out today has a digit short, so please use the number on the image 

below if you wish to register interest. 



 



GILLY'S GILNAHIRK VALUES... 

 

 

Our school value for the month is CURIOSITY.  

Perhaps in the time remaining in September, you could encourage your child to find out 

something new, take up a new hobby, or set a new goal!  



LIFE IN SCHOOL THIS WEEK... 

 

Another busy week in school... 

P3 VISIT FROM SONIC THE DWARF HAMSTER! 

There was much excitement this week as Sonic the dwarf hamster paid a visit! 

 



 

 



 

 



P4 WORKING HARD AT THEIR SPELLINGS... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P5 FUNNY BONES... 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P5 WHAT TIME IS IT MATHS GAME... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



P6 CHILLING AT BREAK TIME... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

FOOTBALL UPDATE... 

 

Gilnahirk's football season kicked off last week with a friendly against local rivals, Braniel PS. 

After going down 2-0, Gilnahirk fought back to 2-2 and looked like they might go on to win it. 

Unfortunately a couple of late goals for Braniel meant a 4-2 defeat, but lots of positives to 

take away from the first game of the season.  

This week, we played our first competitive fixture against Springfield Primary. Gilnahirk 

thought they had taken the lead early on only for the goal to be chalked off for offside. 

Springfield proved to be tough opposition and going in to the final moments, the score was 

2-2. A shot from the Springfield striker was deflected but Jake in goals pulled off a 

miraculous save, only for the ball to roll in the path of another Springfield attacker who 

slotted the ball home from close range. Final score 3-2 to Springfield. A hard defeat to take!  



 

1 - Back row - Jake, Bobby, Alfie, Jack, Robyn, Dylan, Archer, Ellie (injured) 

Front row - Hudson, Carter, Harry, Flynn, Mateo 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

2 - Second week of after school training sessions... 

 



 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS... 

 

If you are involved in any community linked activities and would like to promote them 

through our weekly update, please feel free to send to me via email 

dcorbett546@c2kni.net  

mailto:dcorbett546@c2kni.net


 

 



 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 

 

 

• Monday 29th September - Thursday 2nd October - P7 parent teacher interviews  

• Monday 29th September - visit from M+M productions (Robin Hood) 

• Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th October - 'Speak Out, Stay Safe' programme delivered 

by NSPCC 

• Monday 20th October - Thursday 23rd October - P1-6 parent teacher interviews 

• Friday 24th October - last day of half term - early finish 

• Monday 27th October - Friday 31st October - school closed for half term break 

• Monday 3rd November - school resumes for new half term 

• Saturday 15th November - SEAG test 1 

• Saturday 22nd November - SEAG test 2 



• Friday 5th December - Open Morning for prospective parents of P1 children (starting 

September 2026) 

• Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th December - P1-3 nativities 

• Wednesday 17th December - Carol Service at Our Lady and St Pat's College, 7pm 

• Friday 19th December - school closes for Christmas break - early finish  

• Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January - school closed for Christmas break  

• Monday 5th January 2026 - school resumes for term 2 

Enjoy your weekend. 

With kind regards 

D Corbett 

Principal. 
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