GILNAHIRK PRIMARY SCHOOL WEEKL
UPDATE




‘Today's Learning for Tomorrow's World'...

Our School Mission Statement...

At Gilnahirk Primary School, we seek to provide a happy and caring learning environment
for each child. We hope that by helping them realise their potential, celebrating their
achievements, respecting their differences and encouraging mutual respect, we will foster
self esteem and provide a solid foundation for their future.

Dear parent,

| hope you are well. It's so good to see the run of pleasant weather we've been having
recently and there is definitely a 'summer term vibe' around school at the minute.

There isn't a huge amount of new information in our latest update but can | draw your
particular attention to theParents' Association quiz night and encourage as many of you as
possible to sign up details below.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN SCHOOL KITCHENS...

JOB

VACANCY

A number of temporary posts are available in the school kitchens, listed below:
w Gilnahirk Primary 17 hours per week
w Dundonald High Schoell0 hours per week

w Tor Bank Schoell0.5 hours per week.



If you, or anyone you know, might be interested in any of the above, you can contact Kelly
Richardson in the Gilnahirk kitchen on 07772868924

SUN SAFETY...

With the recent beautiful weather looking set to continue well in to next week, and with the
children spending increasing amounts of time outdoors during the school day as a result, it
might be worth applying a bit of sunscreen to your children before they leave in the morning
and perhaps provide them with a hat to provide some shade.

REMINDER OF NEW WRAPAROUND CARE PROVIDERS FROM
SEPTEMBER 2025...

IMPORTANT {
ANNOUNCEMENT

Please see below for an important message from our new wraparound care
providers from September 2025:
Dear Parents,



We are writing to inform you of an exciting change to the aftelhool club at Gilnahirk
Primary School. Beginning in September 2025, the club will be operated by Sinead Mooney
and Cathy McClune.

Sinead and Cathy currently run Astoria Kindergarten, an Early Years setting based in
Gilnahirk Primary School. Together, they bring 48 years of experience working with children
ranging from two years old to young adults in their twenties. Working from a child centred
approach, they are deeply passionate about empowering young children, and helping them
realise their full potential.

Cathy and Sinead are both educated in BA Hons (Early Childhood Studies). They are also
qualified designated Safeguarding and Ghildtection Officers and hold their paediatric
first aid.

The breakfast & afteschool club will centre around the voice of the child approach and will
use the children's ideas and interests to inform all future planning. They will offer a variety
of engaging activities for your children, including:

w Arts and crafts
w Small world play

w Roleplay

€

Board games
Free play outdoors

Forest school play

€ € €

Photography

€

Cookery

€

Gardening and caring for our school environment

Mindfulness and relaxation

€ €

Music
w Multi-skills and gymnastics
w Football (both Gaelic and soccer)

The club will reflect the vibrant and successful ethos of Gilnahirk Primary School, providing
children with a warm and welcomirdpome away from homg&experience.

Astoria Kindergarten and its wraparound care facilities will be thoroughly inspected and
vetted by the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust. @iddiult ratios will adhere to the
TrustQ guidance for safety and supervision, ensuring the highest standards of care.



At present, we are exploring the current care options and the needs of parents for the future.
To assist us in planning and accommodating your requirements, we would greatly appreciate
it if you could fill out the attached Google forior your convenience, a link to the form

can be foundhere.

Cathy and Sinead would also like to warmly invite you to a Parent Information Meeting
Wednesday, 14th May at 4:00 PM the School Assembly HalThis will be an excellent
opportunity to learn more about the wraparound care services and ask any questions.

We look forward to meeting you and hearing your thoughts on this exciting new chapter for
our after-school club.

Warmest regards,

Sinead Mooney & Cathy McClune

SPORTS DAY INFORMATION...

»—"spkas DAY!

Sports Day is scheduled fouesday 3rd Junand will follow the same format of the last few
years, with each year group running a few races at the times listed below. Hopefully as many
mums, dads, grannies, grandas (and whoever else!) can make it to cheer the children on in
their races.

P1-9.00-9.30

P2-9.30-10.00
P3-10.0610.30
P4-11.0611.30
P5-11.3612.00
P6-12.0612.30
P7-12.301.00


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOUZf50VedPzddUsUFAXi9b3qJ00Ai3bLOfdN7isIbZqCR-w/viewform?embedded=true

Please note in the event of poor weather, we will run a contingency sports day on
Thursday 5th Junat the times noted above. If the weather is also poor on the Thursday,
year group races will be run in the hall. In the unlikely event of this happening,

unfortunately space would not allow parents to attend.

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION EVENTS...

3 %ﬁt @i

Parents Association

BELFAST CITY MARATHON RELAY TEAM...

Massive thanks to all of our parents, listed below, who ran a leg (or more) of the Belfast
marathon.

w Lee Bennett
w Paul Lavery
Miranda Livingston

Richard Livingston

€ €& ¢

Jeremy Logan



w Katie McGrath
w Janet McNeice
w Glenn Porter

w Keith Roberts
w Richard Simpson

THE FANTASTIC AMOUNTEGES WAS RAISEDHE LARGEST AMOUNT RAISED BY ONE
OF OUR MARATHON RELAY TEAMS!

QUIZ NIGHTFRIDAY 30 MAY...

This year sees the return of our very popular Table Quiz night. Tickef8 pex person with
tables of up to 10 people. It would be great to see many of you there for what is always a
good night's craic.

Tickets can be bought on SchoolMoney.

FRI 30TH
MAY

8pm to Late
BYO - Supper Included

Tickets available via the App
£10pp- Teams of 1-10




OTHER PARENTS' ASSOCIATION EVENTS IN THE SUMMER TERM...

Fri 6 June School Fair details to follow

Fri 13 June Colour Run details to follow

HOLIDAY LIST FOR NEXT YEAR...

Please see below for the list of holiday dates for the 2EA®6 academic year.




Date Details

Thursday 28t August 2025 School resumes for all children. Early
finish

Friday 29* August 2025 Second day of term. Early finish

Monday 1°* September 2025 First full day of school

Friday 26" September 2025 School closed for staff development

Friday 24" October 2025 School closes for half term break

Monday 27" October 2025 to Friday | Autumn half term break.
315t October 2025 (inclusive)

Monday 3" November 2025 School resumes for all children
Friday 19*" December 2025 School closes for Christmas holidays
Monday 22" December 2025 — Christmas holidays

Friday 2" January 2026 (inclusive)

Monday 5% January 2026 School resumes for the spring term
Friday 6" February 2026 School closes for half term break

Monday 9t February 2026 — Friday February half term break

13" February 2026 (inclusive)

Monday 16 February 2025 School resumes for all children
Friday 27*" March 2026 School closes for Easter holidays
Monday 30t March 2026 — Friday Easter holidays

10* April 2026 (inclusive)

Monday 13 April 2026 School resumes for the summer term

Monday 4*" May 2026 School closed for early May bank
holiday

Tuesday 5" May 2026 School closed for Staff Development
Day

Monday 25t May 2026 School closed for late May bank
holiday

Tuesday 30 June 2026 School closes for summer holidays.
Early finish

SCHOOL LIFE THIS WEEK...

Here are a few of the highlights from another busy week in school...

P3 TRIP TO TULLYCARNET LIBRARY...

This week, it was P3's turn to go down to Tullycarnet Library...







P3 OUTDOOR LEARNING DAY...

Mini beasts made from natural materials...
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PS5 OUTDOOR LEARNING DAY...

Willow weaving, painting cans for bug hotels, seed planting...




